
 

 
Message from

Patricia Kawahara - Principal
September 14, 2023

Dear Sycamore Valley Families: 

I hope you are well.  We have been busy reviewing data and using that
information to inform next instructional and support steps.  This best practice is
something we do throughout the school year.  We have also begun our work
around the SRVUSD Learner Profile (see below for more information).  
A personal highlight for me this week was visiting our 5th grade Sharks at
camp.  The camp is in a beautiful setting - surrounded by Redwoods with
access to a creek.  I was able to accompany a group on a creek exploration.
Students enjoyed getting their hands dirty and their feet wet (literally).  I loved
seeing the students in a different setting, working together and making
connections with students beyond the classroom.  And, I am delighted to
report, there were numerous banana slug sightings!
Keep reading for some dates to remember, information about the Learner
Profile Traits, science in action, Attendance Matters, Advocacy Day, and the
district-wide LCAP committee.

Dates to Remember:
09/14 - Site Council Meeting - Virtual @ 4:00pm
09/14 - Town Hall Meeting
09/19 - Giveback Day - Hazy BBQ
09/20 - Shark Fund Meeting - Virtual @ 6:30pm
09/21 - Festival Around the World
09/25 - No School
09/26 - No School
10/02-10/06 - Conference Week - Min. Day Schedule

SRVUSD Learner Profile Traits:



Last year a team of SRVUSD staff and community members worked together
to develop the SRVUSD Learner Profile Traits.  These are the underlying skills
that support academic success. You will see posters with these traits around
the campus.  I frame the traits as  - Sycamore Sharks are Critical Thinkers,
Creative Contributors, Intentional Collaborators, Effective Communicators and
Adaptable Learners.  We will be working on these traits as a staff and as a
community.

4th Grade Science:
4th graders made cars in science class and tested it out on the blacktop today. 
They collaborated with partners to design their car.  This project is an example
of at least three Learner Profile Traits in action as students were Intentional
Collaborators, Creative Contributors and Critical Thinkers.  

District Information -
Attendance:
September is Attendance Awareness Month.  It is important that students
attend school each day and arrive on time. To that end you should have
received a communication from the district regarding the Attendance
Awareness Month Participation Board.  Students are invited to submit a slip
sharing why they like coming to school.  The slips are available in the office.
Participating students will be entered in a raffle at the end of the month and
winners will select a prize from the treasure box.
Advocacy  Day:
Get ready for Advocacy Day 2023!  We've all faced many challenges in our schools
and communities recently. Recognizing that, our focus this year will be on putting
children and families first by encouraging connection, community, and civility. We
are hoping to help our families and schools come together so we can all help our
children thrive. Because after all...it's about the kids. 
LCAP:
The District is launching the development of the 3-year Local Control Accountability
Plan (2024 - 2027), a State required action and expenditure plan for educational
programming aligned to state identified priorities.  The committee membership will
be composed of staff, students, parents and community members.
Recruitment for LCAP Committee Representatives is underway and will continue
until 9/22. Representatives include staff (certificated and classified), parents,
students and administrators.  Next week we will launch the recruitment campaign on
social media and post a message to our website. 
Interested individuals should complete this brief survey. The committee will be
limited to approximately 30 representatives. If interest is greater than available slots,
selection will be based on ensuring a broad representation from across the district.
LCAP Committee meetings are scheduled for the following dates from 5:30 - 7:00

https://www.srvcouncilpta.org/advocacy-day
https://www.srvcouncilpta.org/advocacy-day
https://forms.gle/gstK3ewGRJFafL658
https://forms.gle/gstK3ewGRJFafL658


pm and committee members are expected to attend all meetings: October 24, 2023;
December 5, 2023; January 23, 2024; March 19, 2024; May 7, 2024
Applicants will receive notification letters the week of September 25, 2023.
 
Have a wonderful week!!
Patricia Kawahara

GO SHARKS!

 
IMPORTANT DATES

09/14 - Site Council Meeting - 4:00pm - Virtual
09/14 - Town Hall Meeting - Location: Monte Vista HS - 5:30-7:30pm
09/15 - Spirit Day - Wear Sharkwear or blue clothing
09/15 - Deadline to donate to Shark Fund/PTA to receive a school magnet
09/18 - Deadline for Directory Cover Art Contest
09/19 - Hazy BBQ Giveback Event
09/19 - SLAM Info. Night 6:00 - 7:00pm - MPR
09/20 - Shark Fund Meeting - Virtual - 6:30pm
09/20 - Dippin Dots
09/21 - Festival Around the World 5:00pm - 7:00pm - Blacktop
09/21 - Family Game Night Tickets go on sale at 7:00pm
09/22 - Spirit Day - Wear Sharkwear or blue clothing
09/25 - No School
09/26 - No School
09/29 - Spirit Day - Wear Sharkwear or blue clothing
10/02 - 10/06- Conference Week - Min. Day Schedule
10/04 - Dippin Dots
10/06 - Family Game Night
10/18 - Dippin Dots
10/26 - Recess with Danville P.D.
10/31 - Halloween Parade
10/31 - Adjusted Wednesday Schedule

  
Attendance Line



Please call the attendance line 
to report an absence:

925-855-2898
AR 5113 States that all absences which are not cleared

​within two days after a student's return to school shall be
recorded as unexcused (CUT). 

Reminder:
If your child will be absent from school, please call the attendance line

(925) 855-2898. State your name and relationship, your child's name, grade
and teacher name along with the reason for absence. If your child is ill, please
let us know what symptoms your child is experiencing.

If your child has COVID-19, please notify the school office.
If you choose not to leave illness details, you will receive a call from the
attendance office asking for more information.

​It is our responsibility to maintain the health and safety of our school community and
we ask for your cooperation. Your student's private health information will not be
shared beyond administrative or nursing staff.

Note: Even if you have notified your child's teacher, please call the attendance line
to record the absence!

Thank you.
 

Reminder: Reminder: 
If you need to drop-off items for yourIf you need to drop-off items for your

​child or their teacher, child or their teacher, 
please call the school officeplease call the school office

when you arrive at the main gate.when you arrive at the main gate.   
(925) 855-2800

 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SRVUSD_Community

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SRVUSD_Community


https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SRVUSD_Community

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SRVUSD_Community


 

Become a Sycamore Corporate Sponsor 2023-2024! 



For all the exciting details, check out the attached flyer. 
 
To become a corporate sponsor, contact
Katerina McCormack katerinitsa@aol.com and
Christine Hoffman mrschristinehoff@gmail.com  
 
Let's make this school year unforgettable, together! 

https://files.constantcontact.com/155ff164101/4284f468-9ae6-4dd9-8896-0f74dcff2faa.pdf?rdr=true
mailto:katerinitsa@aol.com
mailto:mrschristinehoff@gmail.com


 



PTA needs your help
Sign up today to help!

PTA Open positions:
T/K Deep Copier
4th grade Deep copier
5th grade Deep copier
PTA/Shark Fund Deep copier



Sycamore is excited to be hosting our annual Festival Around the World
on September 21st on the black top. We are looking for families to host
booths which would require a poster board with information about the
country or culture and a few items for the students to see (e.g. art,
clothing, tools, flags, etc.), and a hands on activity (eg. Small art project,
game, toy to try). We will be hosting a recorded zoom information session
8/31 at 6:00pm which will be announced on constant contact. We will also
be needing volunteers on Sept. 21st to assist with set up, take down, and
raffle prizes. Please sign up under sign up genius or
email sukhdeepsull@gmail.com. 
 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C094DAFA72DAAFAC25-festival 

Calling All 5th Grade Artists! Directory Cover Art Contest
Deadline Extended to Monday, Sept. 18th !

Exciting News: Deadline Extended for 5th Grade Directory Art Contest!
 
Get ready to make your mark!  
BIG NEWS: we are extending the 5th-grade Directory Art Contest
deadline to submit your awesome art until Monday, September 18th,
to make sure everyone can join in after Outdoor Ed.
Return your entry to the office by Monday, September 18th (or scan and email
to Christine Hoffman at Christy1a@aol.com .
Grab your art supplies and start creating. Your masterpiece could end up on

mailto:sukhdeepsull@gmail.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C094DAFA72DAAFAC25-festival
mailto:christy1a@aol.com


the cover of our School Directory!
Any questions? Reach out to Christine Hoffman at Christy1a@aol.com

Good luck!!

Family Game Night
Tickets will go on sale September 21st at 7:00pm

Sharky invites your family to Sycamore for an evening of bingo, trivia, prizes,
dinner and a ton of fun on Friday, October 6th! Dinner will be served at 6:00pm
and games will begin at 6:30pm. This is not a drop-off event. Children must be
accompanied by an adult. 
 
Tickets will go on sale 9/21 at 7 PM (they sell out quickly): 
https://sycamorevalley.futurefund.com/store

mailto:christy1a@aol.com
https://sycamorevalley.futurefund.com/store


Please note: this is a limited 150 person capacity event -
Please limit your party to immediate household members only.

​No tickets will be sold at the door 

Big Thanks, Sycamore Superstars! 

HUGE THANK YOU to every single one of our fantastic
Sycamore families who stepped up and donated to the Shark Fund
and PTA during registration! Look out for heartfelt thank-you notes
and this year's super cool car magnet making its way to your home
later this month. 
Didn't donate during registration? You can still get your 2023
Sycamore Car magnet by donating to the Shark Fund and becoming
a PTA member through the Future Fund Store by this Friday, 9/15. 

https://sycamorevalley.futurefund.com/store/campaigns/33153-shark-fund-support
https://sycamorevalley.futurefund.com/store/campaigns/33152-pta-membership
https://sycamorevalley.futurefund.com/store/campaigns/33152-pta-membership


Thank you again for being the shining stars that you are.  
We couldn't do it without you, and we can't wait to see you proudly
displaying your Sycamore swag on your cars!

 

Extracurricular Extension Programs for Grades 3 - 5 in the
subjects of Science, Language, Arts, Math and Research!



Save the Date! 
SLAM Info Night

Tuesday, September 19th
6:00-7:00pm in the MPR

 
Parents interested in learning more about this year's SLAM program, please
join us to hear about the program, find out what's new for this year, talk to
program leads, and volunteer to help! Most SLAM programs are best suited for
3rd-5th graders, however, several programs may be able to include students
from grades 1st-2nd too if there is enough interest and we have enough parent
volunteers.
 
We are still looking for parent volunteers to help lead the following programs:

Odyssey of the Mind
Research
Science Builder's Challenge
Science Fair
Science Olympiad

​All SLAM volunteers are required to have level 1 clearance through the district
(level 2 or 3 may be required in certain circumstances). 
Please see the district's volunteer requirements. Learn more about the open
roles and sign up to volunteer here.

https://www.srvusd.net/Students-and-Families/Volunteer-Requirements/index.html
https://sites.google.com/view/sycamoreslam/volunteer?authuser=0


   Any questions about SLAM? 
Please email :  gosycamoreslam@gmail.com

 

Shark Fund Giveback Event!
Help us support a local Danville business on Tuesday, 9/19 with Hazy BBQ!
You can dine in, purchase online, or grab takeout all day long and Hazy will
donate 15% back to our school (or 20% if we reach $2,500 in sales!). Use code

mailto:gosycamoreslam@gmail.com
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001PqggT6SJlCnNjTIldX3z8wQSeO_Qp3SwCUDFPficH9jAPElNMeueWAh5k-LQySKeWIZ417B5nrjjxuSKP4nJ_KAlJDFEQxzutfIF4NChvUn7IZhlRCtUFddJWkQsYGvqQWcwa8AGnpE=&c=kC1H2iDCn77pNWo55da42Zp8GegqjKkuHk_uC7rll_6XrTUuMZ5qyw==&ch=UkJX_Hiyr2BCPXW-xZz2egRqPBB-xLfU4M7HHvvGyETm4VI4b2A4vQ==


SVE23 for online purchases.

Run For Education
Click on this link to register:

https://raceroster.com/events/2023/64853/the-2023-run-for-education-san-ramon

FLYER

https://raceroster.com/events/2023/64853/the-2023-run-for-education-san-ramon
https://files.constantcontact.com/155ff164101/04ea695d-bd3b-4ae8-9297-87daa1832419.pdf?rdr=true


Dippin’ Dot Calendar:
9/20 , 10/04 , 10/18
Dippin Dot Pre-pay Punch Cards are Back!

 
Punch cards can be purchased for $25.00 at all Dippin Dot

Wednesday events with cash or check made payable to "Sycamore Shark
Fund” 

Prepay for 5 Dippin' Dots, get one free
Save time in line
No need to bring money to school
Families can share one card
100% of proceeds benefit your students at Sycamore

Shark Fund would like to Thank You for your support with our 
Wednesday Dippin' Dot Wednesday Fundraiser.

In just two events, Dippin dots has sold over $2,000!!!!!!

Kindergarten Sales @ 11:30 am near the Kinder playground
1st-5th Grade Sales @ 12:50-1:10pm near the back MPR/blacktop entrance

Lost Punch Cards or any other Dippin Dot questions please contact
 Dippin' Dot Dana Claffey

925-407-7178 Dana.claffey@gmail.com 

mailto:Dana.claffey@gmail.com


Do you need a way to keep track of all of your students' items at school? Buy
personal labels for your kids at campaigns.mabelslabels.com Choose our
organization from the list, Sycamore Valley Elementary Shark Fund, and
we’ll earn 20% from it!

 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001cC7bwGHB_h_LwVukSAxvHuk1lcFYgysEW0XKYOinAX1KSZp6c2kVmW7JWq3w4s-_gmTHBoDDQS3RIBGJIrNBTzy3xFryloySPKWPiN4TPvwcdmM07RlToC_yO0BmaGnnLcd_lAbu0VfTkfRXJmJyeViNTIPDElhN&c=T29XSLVMHqgYrNvCsRhiUItfbPqqhZlcP5IFx-Ju4sIVFDV-cTAndg==&ch=Ij6uadt3fYliq6OokHlK6gcKhTzPq3i8qzYfyxJW-3ya872Dqpk5Pw==


Library Corner

Library visits ...

I am so excited to welcome all of our Sharks to the library this year! 

Your Shark Fund donations make it possible for me to have enough time in the
week to see each and every class. Thank you for your generosity and support!

If you are interested in being a library volunteer and missed the Back to School
sign ups, please reach out to your room parent, and they will forward the
information to me.

​Take Care,
Jen Prindiville / Library Media Coordinator

 
Sharky Shout Out:

Thank you to our volunteers for our first
Sharky Cinema of the school year.

 

The next Site Council meeting will be held in:
In September - Tentative date: Sept. 14th at 4:00pm

All parents/guardians are welcome!
Meeting ID
meet.google.com/meh-okgk-vdw

Phone Numbers (​US​)
​+1 860-540-6705​

PIN: ​621 745 111# ​

===============================================
More information about Site Council is available at:

https://syes.srvusd.net/Families/Site-Council/Site-Council/index.html
 

https://meet.google.com/meh-okgk-vdw?hs=122&authuser=0
tel:%E2%80%AA+1 860-540-6705%E2%80%AC


You are welcome to order school photos. Here is the link.
https://www.ciphotoca.com/sycamorevalley

You will need to know your child's student number. This can be
found in your parent portal.
If you missed school photo on August 30th, we will have a
make-up day / retakes on October 11th.

 

Black Dragon Chess - Fall 2023
Chess classes will be offered Thursday afternoons 2:35pm - 3:35pm.
Chess class will be held in our school library.
Aug. 24 - Nov. 02, 2023
See attached flyer to sign up.

Chess Enrichment Class
=====================================================

Sports Camp - Fall 2023 - Start Date Sept. 21st
Description: This Multi-Sport program combines all your favorite sports into one
action-packed after-school enrichment experience. Each week participants will learn
the fundamentals of a new sport through PLAY! Sports include: Baseball,
Basketball, Capture the Ball, Dodgeball, Flag Football, Soccer, Volleyball, and
Ultimate Disc! Skyhawks Coaches provide a positive environment where young
athletes can develop at their own pace with lots of encouragement and a big focus
on FUN! Your child will leave with new skills, new friends, and a new love for
sports!  

Sports Camp Information
Sports Camp Flyer

 

https://www.ciphotoca.com/sycamorevalley
https://files.constantcontact.com/155ff164101/1b0d47f5-0291-44bf-a0f2-76eb9f18e738.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/155ff164101/fb0a2258-6f1c-493b-8038-b4fc73423c8b.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/155ff164101/3732275a-439a-4afa-ace6-6ba7a043624e.pdf?rdr=true


The Lost & Found rack is located at the front of our school near the MPR.

Please make sure that your child's name is
marked in their clothing.

Smaller Lost & Found items are in the Office.
Water Bottles and Lunch Boxes are on the shelf ​in the MPR.

 

​Child Nutrition

Meals Provided @ Sycamore
Breakfast & Lunch will be provided at no cost to all students that

request a meal at school.

MENUS
 

For more information about the meals, please visit the Child Nutrition Website.
https://www.srvusd.net/Departments/Business-Services/Child-
Nutrition/index.html

Job Openings with Child Nutrition
Join the School Meals Team ​
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